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MESSAGE FROM THE PROVINCIAL
We are approaching the end of our term as Provincial Council. Looking back I am filled with mixed
feelings; feelings of joy and gratitude for many things that have taken place in the Province, but also feelings
of pain and regret where things have not gone so well. We have put our hands on the plough as a Province
and continued with our participation in the ministry of Christ in this part of his vineyard in spite of all the
difficulties and shortcomings. For this I am truly grateful to each and every member of the province from the
eldest at Sabon House to the youngest in the Novitiate and those who are discerning to join us at the
Prenovitiate. I have witnessed tremendous dedication and zeal among the members of the Province and this
fills me with great hope for the future of our Province and our Congregation. We are indebted to all our
Associates and all those who have been working with or supporting us in various ways. Without their help
and support our mission would hardly happen. I am grateful to all the Provincials of the IPC with whom we
cooperate in ensuring the formation of our young members in all the common houses of formation. With the
demographic and economic changes we are faced with, pulling together is imperative for us to sustain this
very important ministry in the congregation. I am also very grateful to the General and his administration
for the support and encouragement they have been giving us in all that we have been doing. We are thankful
to various Provincials outside our sub-region who have supported us in many ways especially with the
formation of some of our Scholastics. I wish you all God’s blessing and protection especially in this New
Year 2014
Fr. V F Mazibuko OMI
Provincial Superior

200 YEARS OF OUR EXISTENCE
We are called to prepare ourselves in the next three
years for the Celebration of our 200th anniversary as
a Congregation in 2016. There are three themes
designated for each year. Year I: The Theme is- “A
New Heart: Life in Apostolic Community” Vowed Life:
Chastity. Year II: The Theme is – “A New Spirit:
Lifelong Formation” Vowed Life: Poverty. Year III:
The Theme is- “A New Mission: Zeal to leave nothing
undared!” Vowed Life: Obedience. These Themes are
supposed to run from the 8th of December to the 7th
of December the following year apart from the last
year which runs from the 8th of December 2015 till
the 25th January 2017. However we were not able to
launch our Triennium on the 8th of December this
year because of our celebration with the Archdiocese.
In that case our Triennium will run from the 17
February 2014 to 25 January 2017.

International pilgrimages are also becoming a
famous way of faith renewal for our people in South
Africa. Some of our Oblate Brothers have been
fortunate enough to participate in these, as chaplains
or just as pilgrims. Fr. Sithabiso Sithole, Fr. Alvin
Tshuma, Fr. Wayne Weldschidt, Fr. Jean-Lambert
Nzaji Kalala, Fr. Nkululeko Meyiwa, Fr. Mduduzi
Mchunu and Fr. Siyabonga Dube have been part of
these pilgrimages. We are very grateful to the
following people who have sponsored them. These
include: Jenny Schlebush from Camperdown, Mrs
Diane Arrons from Sydenham and many others.

PILGRIMAGES

in the footsteps of Christ and the Apostles.

All come back edified and renewed. Some find these
pilgrimages as important steps to launch them anew
in their ministry. Fr. Siyabonga and Fr. Alvin shared
their experiences.

As people we feel the need to leave the ordinary and
move towards what is extra ordinary and greater.
God? We have this innate longing to be fulfilled and
to be complete. We feel there is something out there
to fill us with joy. For us we know that true joy and
fulfilment can never be found except in God. Moving
towards God becomes an imperative for those who
seek this kind of joy; it is moving towards the centre
of one’s heart or moving from self-centeredness to
other-centeredness or it is moving towards a special
meeting place with God self, movement involved.
More and more pilgrims are flocking to our Marian
Shrine at Ngome for the same reason. Many of the
pilgrims find their faith renewed and their
relationship with God deepened as they make this
pilgrimage to Ngome. Talking about how well they
are led through all the activities of the pilgrimage but
the adoration of the Blessed Sacrament is
experienced by most as the climax of all the exercises
of the pilgrimage in the Shrine. We are very grateful
to our Oblate brothers, Fathers Wayne Weldschidt,
Nkululeko Meyiwa and Andrew Knott and of late Fr.
Lamulumundeni Memela who is holding the fort for
Fr. Wayne who has not been well over the few
months after his back operation.

We left South Africa on the 31th August and we
returned on 14th September. It was a Journey full of
many questions. I was asking myself what if we
landed in the war zone. What if we are not allowed
to celebrate Mass? What if… what if?. Egypt was hot
and everything was fast, we connected to go to Israel,
everything was fine. We stayed in Nazareth. It was an
eye opener when I had to say the Angelus and to
think that it was “HERE “that the Angel of the Lord
came to Mary. Not only that in each and every place
where I have to celebrate Mass, the Collect always
mentioned the event that took place in that particular
place. That for me was breath taking.
Going through the HOLY LAND was a moment of
grace and of growth for me. I now read the scriptures
and smile knowing that I have been there and I know
the place. I read it with meaning now that I came to
understand the culture of the people, thanks to our
tour guide. In all the places that we visited and
prayed and celebrated Mass, the one event that
stayed with me was the celebration of Mass we had in
Nazareth, where the word was made flesh, where
God came to dwell with us. That was a very
emotional Mass for me.
We then went to Rome. Another culture another
world, people full of life. We visited many places the
most wonderful experience was to be so close to the
Holy Father, wow! The two things that touched me
most as he was so close: 1) His shoes were very old,
the shoes of the Vicar of Christ. 2) The texture of his
skin. His skin is so smooth so clean and so white, I
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just cannot explain why these two things touched me,
but he is indeed an amazing man. As he addressed us
he put three challenges to us. 1) As we come to the
end of the year of faith, have I lived the faith? 2) Have
I spread the faith? 3) Baptism is our birth in the faith
we need to celebrate it every year, do I know the date
I was baptised? If not I must go and find out, so that
like a birthday I need to celebrate it. I had a privilege
of celebrating mass at the Tomb of JOHN PAUL II and
at the tomb of St Paul.

People go on pilgrimage for different reasons. This
pilgrimage could not have come at a more opportune
time for me, as I leave one mission, in the Province, to
take up another next year. Our journey began in the
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan where we visited the
original baptismal site of Jesus. After spending two
days in Jordan we crossed over to Israel by road.
Border control was difficult as they bombarded us
with questions. They even detained, for further
questioning, one of our pilgrims since her first name
was of Muslim origin. After two hours had passed, we
the group, decided to go into the bus and pray a
decade of the rosary, offering it up for her. At the
point when we were praying the Hail Holy Queen, she
came out of the office accompanied by her husband
and joined us in the bus. There was jubilation
amongst the pilgrims. We were not out of the woods
yet as we had missed our booking to celebrate the
Eucharist, where married couples could renew their
wedding vows, at the Franciscan Church in Cana
where Jesus had performed his first public miracle.
At about 6 pm, minutes before the Church site closed
for the evening, we arrived. We approached the sister
in charge requesting the possibility of using their
garden to have a service where the married couples
could renew their vows. She spoke to the Franciscan
friar overseeing the Site and we were miraculously
given their private chapel to celebrate Mass and
renew wedding vows. This really set the tone for the
rest of our pilgrimage namely an experience of the
presence of God journeying with us, opening shut
doors and making alternative paths that made a
positive difference on our pilgrimage.

We left Rome and went to Egypt where we spent a
day. I was not at ease because I had no visa to go to
Egypt, but it was all arranged at the Airport. Egypt is
a country torn apart by war. It is in Egypt that you
see that power corrupts. No driving rules no lines on
the road, no accidents, but how? I don’t know. Our
visit to the Pyramids helped us to be in touch with
History.
The Pilgrimage was an eye opener. It was a great
opportunity of walking in the footsteps of our Lord. I
came to understand the Historical Jesus and his
teaching. It was a moment of Grace that helped me to
keep the faith.

What was special, besides experiencing God on a
personal level in my prayer and continued
preparation for next year’s mission, was watching
God at work in the lives of the other pilgrims. Many
other places such as the boat ride on the Sea of
Galilee where we prayed together and shared our life
experiences or the praying of the Stations of the
Cross on the Via Dolorosa left an imprint on us that
ultimately God who loves us is in control. I will
forever be grateful for the gift of this pilgrimage, In
this point in my life, with this particular group of
pilgrims, as our experience of God together, as well as
my own experience has enriched my own faith
journey and more so my Oblate vocation to be sent.

Fr Siyabonga Dube at the
Jordan River

So close to the Holy Father
Siyabonga Dube OMI
MY PILGRIMAGE TO THE HOLY LAND
This year I was graced with the opportunity of being
a Spiritual Director for a group of 29 pilgrims, going
to the Holy Land for ten days, this last October.
Initially I was reluctant to accept this request to be
Spiritual Director as I felt that such a task was more
than I could handle. However, after some thought and
prayer accepted and I am glad I did.

Alvin Tshuma OMI
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NEW APPOINTMENTS FOR THE YEAR 2014


















NEW SUPERIOR FOR ZIMBABWE MISSION

FR. CHARLES NABWENJE : NEWLY APPOINTED
SUPERIOR

Fr. Callistus KHATHALI has been appointed
Parish Priest of St. Paul Parish in Ntuzuma.
Fr. Mduduzi MCHUNU has been appointed
Parish Priest of St. John Parish, Estcourt
Fr. Zibonele NGUBANE has been appointed
Parish Priest of Assumption Parish, Umbilo.
Fr. Sipho KUNENE has been appointed Parish
Priest of Umndeni Oyingcwele Parish,
Mpumalanga.
Fr. Thomas ZONDI has been appointed Parish
Priest of St. Augustine Parish, Machibisa.
Fr. Elphas KHOZA has been appointed Acting
Parish Priest of St. Yves Parish, Bergville
Fr. Lamulumndeni MEMELA has been
assigned to the Zimbabwe Mission.
Fr. Mhlanganisi DLAMINI has been assigned to
Zimbabwe Mission
Fr. Sean COLEMAN has been assigned to assist
in Retreat Ministry at Red Acres.
Fr. Stuart BATE has been assigned to the
Gerard House Community and has been
appointed to ODP.
Fr. Charles RENSBURG has been appointed to
Cedara as the fundraiser of the Institute and
as a Formator at the Scholasticate.
Fr. Jean-Lambert NZAJI KALALA has been
appointed to organise our regency
programmes.
Fr. Alan HENRIQUES has been appointed to
Sabon House and to write History to our
Provincial Heritage and Personnel.
Fr. Zaba MBANJWA will be going to Cameroon
to study French as he prepares to write his
doctorate.
Bro. Sibusiso DLAMINI and Bongumusa
MKHIZE will also be going to Cameroon for
Missionary experience across the borders and
to study French.
Frs. Derrick BUTT, Chris RICHMOND, Ewen
SWARTZ, Sithabiso SITHOLE and Sylvester
DAVID have been appointed as members of
Conduct Advisory Committee.

Fr. Charles Nabwenje has been appointed as the new
superior of the Zimbabwe Mission. Fr. Nabwenje was
born on 10 January1973 in Kutama in the Diocese of
Harare. After his high Schools studies he joined the
Oblate Pre-novitiate programme for two years in
Mazenod House of Formation in Bulawayo. He then
did his Novitiate formation in Johannesburg in 2000.
He did his Philosophical and Theological training at
St. Joseph’s Theological Institute while undergoing
his formation programme at St. Joseph’s Scholasticate
at Cedara. He was ordained a priest on the 19th April
2008 in Gweru –Zimbabwe. Since 2010 he has been
working as formator and Director of Mazenod House
of Formation after doing a course on formation in
Tangaza College -Kenya in 2009-2010. We thank Fr.
Nabwenje for his availability and openness to serve
the Province and the Mission of Zimbabwe as Mission
Superior.
ZIMBABWE MISSION CELEBRATING 30 YEARS
OF OBLATE PRESENCE
St Luke’s Mission celebrated 30th Anniversary of
Oblate Presence among them. This is a mile stone,
each year the people of Zimbabwe Mission celebrate
their pastoral feast mid-October but this year’s
Celebration was unique as they also celebrated the
official closing of the Year of Faith.
Fr. Jeffery Madondo shares that some parishioners
from different Outstations of St Luke’s Mission
assembled together the day before the celebration to
prepare themselves spiritually with a day of
recollection led by different Priests who presented
topics related to the year of faith and the Charism of
the Oblates.
They shared all these things and more, looking back
and thanking God for the good work He has done in
the Zimbabwe Mission for the past 30 years, their
faces were telling a different story; it’s like they were
saying “if you Lord had not been with us, we would
have been left along the way”. They were happy to
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come to rejoice and especially express their Gratitude
to the first Oblate Missionaries.
THE OBLATE NATAL PROVINCIAL COUNCIL
VISITS ZIMBABWE
It was a visitation, a time of blessings and joy as the
Africa Madagascar councillor, Father Emmanuel
Mosoeu OMI; the Provincial Father Vusumuzi (Vusi)
Mazibuko OMI; five of the seven members of his
councillors; Mr Kenneth Clarke and the members of
the Oblate Development Programmes (ODP) and Mr
David Prentice, Chartered Accountant and the
Financial Auditor for the Province, visited the
Zimbabwe Oblate Mission. It was a time of solidarity
and sharing. Zimbabwe is a mission of the Natal
province where a few Oblates are continuing to
commit themselves to the service of the Church in the
archdiocese of Bulawayo.

Time to Celebrate
On Thursday the 5th of December, the provincial and
his council made a courtesy visit to the Archbishop of
Bulawayo Archdiocese, His Grace Archbishop
Alexander Thomas Kaliyanil at St. Mary’s basilica.
The visit to the Archbishop was followed by the ODP
meeting which was held at the Oblate parish of Our
Lady of Lourdes in Kumalo. On Friday the 6th of
December, the Provincial Council meeting was held at
Emthonjeni Pastoral Centre. The meeting lasted the
whole day. On the same day in the afternoon, Father
Emmanuel Mosoeu OMI, and Mr David Prentice
arrived in the Mission. Father Emmanuel Mosoeu
OMI had a chance to meet the Oblates working in
Zimbabwe. Saturday the 7th of December marked the
second day of the provincial council meeting which
lasted another day. On Sunday the 8th the Oblates
attended Masses in the two Oblates parishes in town,
Body and Blood of Christ Parish in Kenilworth, and
Our lady of Lourdes Parish in Kumalo and others
attended Mass at St Luke’s Mission. In the afternoon
of the same Sunday the provincial council concluded
the last part of their meeting. The 9th of December
marked the departure for South Africa of the
Provincial and his council, ODP members and the
councillor for Africa Madagascar. Mr David Prentice
remained for a few more days as he helped the
Zimbabwe Mission to improve their accounting
systems. He left Zimbabwe for South Africa on Friday
the 13th of December.

On the 2nd of December was the arrival of the ODP
members in the Mission of Zimbabwe. The Provincial
council arrived on the 3rd of December. The two
groups were able to visit St Luke’s Mission on the 4th
of December and had a chance to visit the Insuza
Mission Project. These two places are served by the
Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate.

Celebration of Mass at Our Lady of Lourdes
The evening of the same day was full of activity as the
Oblates and the parishioners of Our Lady of Lourdes
parish in Kumalo celebrated 30 years of Oblate (OMI)
presence in Zimbabwe. Father Vusi Mazibuko OMI
was the main celebrant at the holy Eucharist. Father
Sylvester David OMI gave a powerful homily as he
also encouraged the parishioners to work closely
with the Oblates as associates. Mass was followed by
a festive dinner which was held in the parish hall.

As a Mission of Zimbabwe we are grateful to the
Provincial and his council for visiting the Mission of
Zimbabwe. We thank all the Oblates and the Oblates
associates who have shown interest in the Mission of
Zimbabwe.

Father Charles Nabwenje OMI
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Ntshongweni Parish. The people of Ntshongweni
were very much disappointed as they were working
very well with Fr. Lamulumundeni Memela. They
were busy raising funds to build a new Church there
as the old one is now unable to accommodate the
ever growing congregation.

FR. MOSOEU’S VISIT

Fr. Emmanuel Mosoeu
Fr. Mosoeu came to consult the Province on the issue
of the Provincial as Fr. Vusumuzi Mazibuko is at the
end of his term.

The front façade of the Albini Church

FINAL VOWS AND ODRINATIONS
Brothers Nhlanhla Mhlanga and Ernest Chimhowa
made their perpetual oblation on the 18th of February
2013 at Cedara. Br. Nhlanhla has made history by
becoming the first Zimbabwean Oblate Lay Brother
to make final Oblation. He continues with his first
formation in the International Scholasticate in Rome
where he is doing his Licentiate in Moral Theology at
the Gregorian University.

The Edamini Outstation of Ntshongweni

The next parish to be handed over will be Bergville
parish. This will take place in June 2014.

Brothers Sibusiso Dlamini and Bongumusa Mkhize
made their final oblation on the 9th August 2013 also
at Cedara. They are also preparing themselves for
their missionary experience and to learn French in
Cameroon next year.

NEW MINISTRY
Cape Town >>> Mission Band.
In a meeting of November 2011, the Provincial
Council discussed a letter of request from Archbishop
Stephen Brislin of Cape Town for the Oblates to come
and do some ministry in his Archdiocese. The
Council decided that the issue needed to be discussed
by the whole Province in our assembly in February
2012. In the assembly almost everyone was very
happy that we take up the ministry in Cape Town but
advised that the team to go there needs to be well
selected and prepared for community life as well as
for the ministry in that Archdiocese. In March 2012
the Council agreed to extend our missionary
activities to the Archdiocese of Cape Town.

DIACONATE ORDINATIONS
Br Sibusiso Dlamini and Br. Bongumusa Mkhize will
be ordained Deacons on the 8th of February 2014 at
St. Augustine- KwaMachibisa.
PRIESTLY ORDINATIONS
Deacon Sibonelo Mbanjwa who has been in Cameroon
for the missionary experience and to learn French
has just come back to the province. The Provincial of
Cameroon Fr. Raymond Nani says that he heard
Deacon Sibonelo preach in French and he was very
much impressed by the way he has mastered French.
Br. Sibonele will be ordained a priest on the 15th of
February 2014 at his home parish St Clement in
Clermont Pinetown.

Three of our Brothers Fr. Callistus, Fr. Siyabonga and
Fr. Alvin Tshuma went to preach a Mission at the
Parish where we will be working as from February
2014. Though the intention was to preach a Mission
in both Parishes in Rocklands and Mfuleni but
because of certain circumstances, they were able to
preach only at Rocklands. In their reflection, it is
clear that they were stunned by the vastness of work
and pressing challenges in that Parish. This Mission
was also used as Study and Fact finding Mission as
the brothers who are assigned to Cape Town Mission
are still preparing themselves for their Ministry
there.

Br Thabani Shoba was ordained a Deacon on the 27th
July 2013 at Cedara. He has finished his first
formation at Cedara and will be ordained to
priesthood on 1st March 2014 at 10:00 at KwaKristo
UMsindisi Parish KwaMashu.
HANDING OVER PARISHES
After handing over the parish of Sacred Heart Parish
two years ago, this year in June we handed over the
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ODP RAFFLE DRAW 2013
The draw for the ODP raffle was done on the 25th
October 2013 at the Provincial Office. This was a
week later than planned as there were still raffle
forms outstanding. I am pleased to announce that we
made a total profit of R10630-00. The winners of the
prizes were as follows:
1st Prize – Evan Frank (St Mary’s PMB)
2nd Prize – Mike Harramis (Blessed
Sacrament Virginia)
3rd Prize – Mel Ballay (St Anne’s Sydenham)
On behalf of the ODP we would like to thank all those
that supported this fund raising idea and we hope
that you will continue to support us in the future. God
bless you.

Fr. Vusumuzi Phenyane graduated last year after

completing his honours degree in Social work.

Fr. Vusi Phenyane

ST. JOSEPH’S SCHOLASTICATE
The Scholasticate Superior
Fr. Joseph Phiri has been appointed new Superior of
the Scholasticate as from January 2014. Fr. Phiri was
born on the 15th of June 1968 in Zambia. Fr. Phiri
did his priesthood studies at Cedara and after his
ordination he worked in parish ministry in Zambia.
He served two terms as the Superior of the Zambian
Delegation and at present he is finishing his Master
Degree in Pastoral Counselling at Loyola University
of Maryland in USA. We welcome Fr. Phiri in the
province especially to Cedara

POSTGRADUATE STUDIES
A few of our brothers completed their postgraduate
studies recently. Fr. Sylvester DAVID graduated as
Doctor of Philosophy in the School of Religion and
Theology at the University of KwaZulu-Natal towards
the end of last year. In fact his Thesis was on Sacred
Scripture: A Retrospective and a Prospective Reading

of Jn 1:1-18 using the Method of Biblical Rhetorical
Analysis. Professor Paul B. DECOCK was the
supervisor of his Paper.

Fr. Bafana Ndlovu graduated after completing his
Honours Degree in Theology.

Fr. Joseph Phiri OMI

Fr. Bafana Ndlovu

Fr. Stuart Bate has finished his mandate of two years
as an interim superior. We express our sincere
gratitude for the work that he has done together with
his team; Fathers Cyril Keba, John Baptist, Muzi
Madlala, Tampane, Frank McGreal. Fr. McGreal has
been working as a formator at the Scholasticate since
2006 till June 2013. We are also grateful to him for
the great work he has done in this our sub-regional
Scholasticate. He also has been teaching at St.
Joseph’s Theological Institute from 2006 till now. As
from next year he will be moving out from the
Scholasticate community to live at Gerard House,
where lecturers live.

Fr. Charles RENSBURG completed his (MBA) Master’s
Degree in Business Administration: Financial
Management and Strategic Planning at the National
University of Science and Technology, Zimbabwe.
He obtained ‘Magna cum laude’ in the degree
programme.
Last year Fr. Neil Augustine FRANK got himself
among the doctors as well after completing his
Doctoral Thesis in Philosophy in the School of
Religion, Philosophy and Classics in the University of
Kwazulu-Natal. The title of his thesis is In Defence of
Synthetic a Priori Knowledge. He will be graduating
this year.
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We also express our gratitude to Fr. Sean Coleman
who has been working as a formator and spiritual
director for many years in the Scholasticate. As from
2014 he will be moving from the Scholasticate to Red
Acres.

money from our property. For two years now we
have been dealing with this issue with the lawyers of
the three congregations involved: the Dominicans, the
Benedictines and ourselves. At the end of a long legal
battle in a meeting we Oblates had with the
Benedictines on the 28th November 2013, the
Benedictines conceded that they have no legal claim
to the property, and as they no longer have any
students, they are prepared to hand the building over
to the Oblates for occupation, and that we pay a
percentage of the amount they paid to the
Dominicans when they took occupation of the house.
The Benedictines wanted to be out of the house by
the 31St December 2013.

OUR SICK BROTHERS
Fr. Nhlanhla Nkosi, Fr. Wayne Weldschidt, Fr. Chris
Lockyer are not well and we continue to pray for
them. Fr. Wayne Weldschidt is recovering after an
operation, we pray for his full recovery.
PEOPLE WHO LOST THEIR FAMILY
MEMBERS RECENTLY

Though there are still a number of hand-over
meetings to be held. The house is now in our
possession as from the first of January 2014.
Therefore we have embarked on finding ways of
using our properties in ways that will be beneficial to
us as a province, and that will generate much needed
funds. So now we have to discuss how best we can
use our houses for the good of our communities.

Fr. Nhlanhla Nkosi lost his Mother during the month
of October and Fr. Chris Richmond lost his brother
Ross as we enter into 2014. Brothers, continue to
pray for the comfort of the family members, and for
the repose of the souls of the deceased.
BENEDICTINE HOUSE
At Cedars there is a house known as Benedictine
house, as the Benedictines were the last community
to occupy it, but which was formerly the Dominican
House, also called `Las Casas'. The Dominicans, with
the agreement of the Oblates) built this house for
their students who would be attending St Joseph's
Theological Institute in the early 1990's. At the end of
the 1990's, the Dominicans moved to their new
house, Emaphethelweni, in town next to the
University. The Benedictines then became the new
occupiers of the house, also for their students
attending the SJTI.

INCHANGA COTTAGES
For many years we have been faced with perennial
problems of the cottages that were used by the
teachers at Inchanga. Of late they were vandalised
and those that stood empty became the haven for
crime activities. This was seen as very dangerous for
the school kids at Inchanga Primary School as well as
the Crèche kids. The demolition of these cottages
became imperative and after necessary negotiations
with all stake holders the cottages as well as the walls
that remained from what was the clinic below the
School were demolished and the rubble buried where
the clinic was. Part of the rubble was used to extend
the playing grounds of the Inchanga School. The ODP
Committee as well as our Brothers working at
Inchanga are trying to find ways of using the land
where the cottages stood in a better way.
The Mission Cross which was damaged by white ants
and which was still dangerously standing in the
vicinity of the cottages and the school was removed
and kept at the presbytery for future restoration.
Thanks to Mrs Ben Ngubane who offered to carry out
the restoration of this very remarkable land mark of
the Inchanga Mission and the clear sign of our
Christian faith and salvation.

St Joseph’s Theological Institute

However, at the end of 2011 the Benedictines
advertised the property for rent as they no longer
had any students. But this was not acceptable to us as
they were not using the building for its original
purpose, while at the same time they were making
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Appendix 1, which gives more detailed information
on most, if not all, of the priests and brothers
mentioned in the journal. Appendix 2 contains many
snippets of news taken from the "South African
Catholic Magazine" (the predecessor of "The
Southern Cross ") between the years 1891 to 1924.
Finally Appendix 3 gives us a short history of the
foundation and progress of Mariannhill (Monastery,
Abbey, and Congregation). It was during Jolivet's
term of office that the Trappists arrived and settled
in Natal.
Because the book under review was printed and
published by a benefactress, only a very limited
number of copies were printed. Mrs Jenny
Duckworth of Pietermaritzburg was of invaluable
assistance to Fr Eric in the composition, addition of
historical information, lay-out and publication of the
final edition.

THE BOOK: JOURNEY OF FAITH
[In 1874 Bishop Charles Jolivet arrived in Natal to
succeed Bishop Allard who had resigned. Jolivet was
somewhat of an extraordinary man. He was a good
administrator, artistically and architecturally
talented, had unbounded zeal, was an experienced
pastor and missionary, and was a spiritual father
second to none! ]
The story of his episcopacy was fortuitously
recorded for us by the fact that he kept a daily
journal dating from 1874 to 1903 when he died.
Fr Eric Boulle, over the past four to five years,
translated that journal into English, and the book
was finally published in 2013. The book is in two
sections: the first contains the translation of the
journal; while the second part adds a valuable
commentary on many people and events mentioned
in the journal. The commentary is followed by

HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL OF YOU!!!

“READY TO SACRIFICE GOODS, TALENTS,
EASE, SELF, EVEN THEIR LIFE”
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