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PRIESTLY ORDINATIONS 

 

Fr Ernest CHIMHOWA OMI was ordained a priest 

on 16 July 2014 at St Patrick‟s Mission in the 

Archdiocese of 

Bulawayo, 

Zimbabwe.  He was 

ordained by 

Archbishop 

Alexandra THOMAS 

SVD together with 

four other deacons, Rev. Bothwell NKOMO, Rev. 

Oalen NDLOVU, Rev. Christopher NGWARAI CMM 

and Rev. Wellington MANJONJO OFM cap 

 

 

Fr Bongumusa 

MKHIZE OMI was 

ordained a priest on 20 

September 2014 at St 

Augustine Parish, 

KwaMachibisa, 

Pietermaritzburg by 

Bishop Barry WOOD 

OMI. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UPCOMING ORDINATION 

 

 

Dc Sibusiso 

DLAMINI OMI will 

be ordained Priest in 

17 January 2015 by 

Bishop Barry WOOD 

OMI at St Mary‟s 

Parish, 

Pietermaritzburg. 

 

 

APPOINTMENTS 

APPOINTMENT SUPERIORS 

 

Fr Chris RICHMOND OMI has been appointed for a 

second term as Superior of Sabon House and Fr 

Nhlanhla NKOSI OMI as assistant. 

 

Fr Derrick BUTT OMI has been appointed for a 

second term as Superior of the Durban District and Fr 

Zibonele NGUBANE OMI as assistant. 

 

Fr Mduduzi MCHUNU OMI has been appointed 

Superior of the Pietermaritzburg District and Fr Allan 

MOSS OMI as assistant. 

 

Fr Mbheki NGCOBO OMI has been appointed for 

second term as Superior of Cebula Pre-Novitiate 

House of Formation. 

 

Fr Selomo SOOLI OMI has been appointed Superior 

of Gerard House with the consent of his Provincial of 

the Central Province.  

 

APPOINTMENT FOR THE NEW PRESIDENT 

OF SJTI 

 

Fr Neil FRANK 

OMI has been 

appointed the next 

President of St 

Joseph‟s Theological 

Institute, Cedara.  He 

will be the Vice-

President until 

September 2015.  

We express our 

sincere thanks to Fr 

Sylvester DAVID 
OMI for his dedicated service over the past 7 years. 

 

OTHER NEW APPOINTMENTS 

 

Fr. Mhlanganisi DLAMINI OMI has been appointed 

Parish Priest of  St Mary‟s, Pietermaritzburg as from  

January 2015. 

 

Fr. Elphas KHOZA OMI has been appointed Priest 

in charge of Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, Bulawayo. 

 

Fr. Charles RENSBURG has been appointed to the 

Natal Province to work with the Oblate Development 

Projects (ODP), to raise funds for Saint Joseph‟s 

Theological Institute, and as a Formator at the 

Scholasticate, Cedara. We welcome Fr. RENSBURG.  

 

Fr. Ernest CHIMHOWA OMI has been appointed 

assistant Priest of St Luke‟s Mission, Zimbabwe. 

 

Fr. Lamulumndeni MEMELA OMI has been 

appointed to Mazenod Pre-Novitiate House of 

Formation in Bulawayo. Fr Francis HAHN OMI has 

been appoint as Formator at Cebula House of 

Formation at Cleland Pietermaritzburg. 

 

Fr. Bongumusa MKHIZE OMI has been appointed 

Assistant Parish priest at Christ the King Parish, 

Durban.  

 

Fr. Muzi MADLALA will be going for a course on 

formation to Kenya for a year and Fr. Mthokozisi 

MNCWABE will be Acting parish priest at Imbubu 

Parish. 

  

We are grateful to all of them as they have accepted 

these appointments with open hearts .   



WELCOME TO SCHOLASTIC BR. JULIO 

HERNANDEZ MARTINEZ 

Brother Julio 

MARTINEZ is a 

Mexican Scholastic 

who has come to do 

his Theological 

Studies at St Joseph‟s 

Theological Institute, 

Cedara. Jolio arrived 

in the Province at the 

end of July 2014 and 

formed part of St Mary‟s Parish Oblate Community. 

Since August he has been learning English at the 

University. We are grateful to: Fr Neil Frank, Fr Ewan 

Swartz and Fr Francis Hahn who have been taking him 

to and from the University and giving support to 

Brother Julio. He will be at Sabon House and St 

Anne‟s for a break before he begins his studies at 

Cedara in February.   

 

Julio was born on 22 January 1991 in a small village of 

less than 50 families in the state of Oaxaca right on the 

Mexican Pacific coast. He is the second oldest of three 

boys and one girl. His elder brother, Ivan, works as a 

nurse in the Mexican Army, his younger brother 

Clemente is studying Law in Mexico City and his 

sister Erika got married two years ago. He is said to 

have learnt from his parents how to work, respect 

others, to be responsible in life and face its challenges 

in an optimistic way. In general, his parents have given 

him a solid human formation and a basic religious 

education. His village is part of a vast mission parish 

that the Oblates have taken care of for more than 50 

years in Oaxaca, Mexico. Oblates are said to be the 

only Missionary Priests that have worked and are 

known in the area where Julio comes from.  

 

His Parish Priest had a positive influence on him and 

of thinking about becoming an Oblate Missionary. On 

August 15, 2009 Julio entered the pre-novitiate 

program in Guadalajara and started his formation 

process. 

 

From 2009–2010 he did his pre-novitiate in Mexico 

and from mid-2010 to mid- 2011 he did his Novitiate 

in Guatemala.  He made his first vows on 16 July 2011 

at Guatemala.  He has since renewed his vows 3 times.  

He has finished his philosophical studies and now he 

will be doing Theology at St Josephs‟ Theological 

Institute. While he is in the country, he will be hosted 

by our province and will participate and share in the 

life of the Province. We welcome Julio among us and 

we wish him all the best with his formation and 

training.   

    

 

 

 

 

REPORT ON YOMI REGIONAL MEETING 

 

The YOMI Regional meeting 

took place between the 3
rd

 

and 8
th
 of August 2014 and 

was attended by 10 of the 13 

young Oblates of the Natal 

Province.  It was held at 

Germiston in the Northern 

Province and there were 

about 40Young Oblates from 

the Provinces of the Region. 

 

The theme of the meeting was 

Oblate Identity.  Various 

talks on the theme were 

given, and these included 

presentations by Bishop 

Barry WOOD on the actual 

theme, Fr Terence BARNARD on Oblate identity in 

community, Fr Ronald CAIRNS on Oblate identity in 

Prayer and Fr Makubakube KHOSI also on Oblate 

identity and Prayer.  Fr James RALSTON gave us a 

Presentation on maintaining Oblate identity in 

ministry.  There was also skype questions and answer 

sessions with the Superior General, Fr Louis 

LOUGEN.  All these talks helped to generate 

discussion in the group and we spent some time 

reflecting privately and together on the topic of our 

Oblate Identity. 

  

We celebrated Morning Prayer, Mass and Evening 

Prayer together each day and also had adoration before 

the Blessed Sacrament.  The Masses and Prayers were 

arranged by a different Province each day and were 

well prepared.  The Novices led the singing at Mass on 

the Wednesday and it was good to reminisce on days 

gone by. 

 

We also had the opportunity to visit Regina Mundi in 

Soweto as well as some other historical significant 

sites in the Johannesburg area.  The chancery and the 

Cathedral of the Archdiocese was also a brief stop on a 

tour that was planned for the Group.  The Group also 

went to St. Benedict„s School in Bedford view where 

Father Vitalise MAROLE, the Previous Novice Master 

to some of the Group, is currently the chaplain.  A stop 

was also made at the Catholic Bookshop before we 

headed off to Sandton to see the Mandela Square. 

 

Overall the experience was meaningful and 

worthwhile.  It was well organised and the 

presentations helped one to truly focus on the theme 

and to be renewed in Oblate Life.  It is hoped that the 

next meeting will improve on this and lead to ever 

deeper encounters between the young Oblates of the 

region.  We thank the Natal Province for affording us 

this opportunity and we hope that the support for this 

event will continue to be present. 

 



BR. ANDILE DLALA’S EXPERIENCE OF 

CAMEROUN 

 

Andile Dladla 
one of our 

Brothers whom 

we sent to 

Cameroon for his 

Theological 

studies and 

missionary 

experience shares 

about his 

experience thus 

far in Cameroon:  

I arrived here on 

the 6th of March 2013 with Father Cyprian 

MBANJWA, OMI, who was a deacon at that time. 

Upon arriving, I realised that I was now away from the 

normal and familiar. I was, however ready to welcome 

what the new environment had to offer me. The time I 

have now passed here in Yaoundé since March 2013, 

has had challenges and equally moments of joy.  

Cameroon, unlike some of the countries within the 

region, is not purely French-speaking. It is a bilingual 

country, having English and French as official 

languages. This may seem a comforting fact for 

someone coming from the Anglophone   

Region; however a good majority of the population 

speaks only French. Upon arrival I had to learn the 

French language which is the language of instruction 

within the institute, Ecole Théologique St Cyprien de 

Ngoya, where I was to study theology. 

 

The period of learning the new language was not an 

easy one. It was a truly challenging and difficult time, 

and I continually thank God when I look at how far I 

have gone in learning the French language. French, 

unlike English, has more grammar rules; the insistence 

on the use of articles; the differentiation between the 

masculine and feminine nouns; and so forth. 

 

 It is however a beautiful and interesting language to 

learn. The knowledge of French is more important as 

this is one of  the most spoken languages in Africa 

apart from English, and it is one of the three official 

languages of the  our congregation.  

 

Cameroon is a country full of life, and warmth. The 

people are welcoming and hospitable. The community 

life in our own community is equally the same. The 

community is made of scholastics and brothers coming 

from different parts of Africa. In the academic year 

2013/14 we had more than 10 different nationalities 

within the community, being Senegal, Congo (DRC), 

Tchad, Cameroon, Guinea Bissau, Ivory Coast, 

Nigeria, South Africa, Zambia, Madagascar, France, 

and Brazil. This is an enriching factor for the 

community. The environment is conducive for those 

learning the French language as the language of the 

house is French, although English is used every now 

and then during the Eucharistic celebrations.   

 

The Cameroonian academic year begins in the month 

of October; since I arrived in March, I had 6 months to 

learn the new language. I felt the pressure, and had 

moments where I doubted I was going to properly 

understand the language, and fear of not performing 

well within my studies, but as I stated earlier, it is 

through the grace of God and hard-work that made it 

all possible. The presence of Fr. C.S. MBANJWA, 

OMI, made a great deal of difference and contributed 

positively, as he continually encouraged me to pursue 

and work even harder. I thank God for according me 

that grace. 

 

The Oblate Scholasticate Yves Plumey in Yaoundé, 

named after the first Oblate Bishop in Cameroun, is 

one of the largest Oblate Scholasticates in the Africa-

Madagascar Region, having in the academic year 

2013-2014 a total of about 60 scholastics, and six 

formators coming from Senegal,Tchad, Nigeria, 

France, DRC and Brazil. 

 

The Oblate Scholasticate in Yaoundé consists of 

scholastics and brothers following different studies. 

There are some brothers who follow a pastoral 

theology course which is designed for religious 

brothers and sisters at I.T.P.R; a good number of 

scholastics follow their philosophical studies at « 

Insitut de Philosophie Saint Joseph Mukasa » which is 

only a stone‟s throw away from the Scholasticate. This 

institution is affiliated to a Salesian University in 

Rome. Those who are doing theology go to « Ecole 

Théologique St Cyprien de Ngoya » which is affiliated 

to Teresianum in Rome. This is the institute in which I 

also do my theological studies.  

 

My personal experience of the Institute has been a 

positive one, although there always are difficulties. 

The Institute has a good number of well-respected 

lecturers, and works hand-in-hand with the Catholic 

University of Yaoundé. It is a welcoming Institute and 

is guided by religious and Catholic Ethos. It comprises 

a good number of male religious congregations. It 

prides itself with having a number of Bishops who 

studied at St Cyprien, amongst them the new Bishop of 

the diocese of Maroua-Mokolo, the Extreme-North 

Region of Cameroon, Bruno ATEBA, SAC.  

 

Being outside the country and in a different 

Scholasticate is an enriching opportunity. It widens 

one‟s horizon and it gives the opportunity to 

understand better the lives of our Oblate brothers 

working in other parts of Africa. I have had an 

opportunity to travel from the Central Region to the 

Extreme North Region of Cameroun, and observed the 

differences in culture, and language.  

The intimate bond that exists between the Oblates 

involved in different missions is touching, and equally 



inspiring. The amount of work, not simply parish 

pastoral work, that the Oblates of the province of 

Cameroun have are: hen-house project; woodwork 

project, which produces a lot of furniture for the 

Oblate houses and private individuals; pigs, goats, 

cows and other animals in different Oblate houses (in 

one house, Garoua, they own two springboks!); 

guest/retreat houses directed by Oblates; prison 

ministry; health/healing ministry (a few Oblate 

Brothers are qualified nurses).  

 

Another element which touched me and reminded me 

of the importance of the words of the former Superior 

General, Fr Jette, OMI when he stated that „any Oblate 

unit (province, delegation or mission) that does not 

have brothers is not complete, and is at a danger of 

dying,‟ is the great respect and encouragement of the 

Brothers‟ vocation in the province of Cameroun. A 

good number of brothers work as qualified nurses; they 

are Superiors of communities, members of the 

provincial council, and so forth. This experience, as a 

brother candidate, inspires me a lot and is also 

encouraging. The brothers are equally involved in 

parish pastoral work, and one runs the prison ministry.  

 

The time spent here thus far has been enriching and 

challenging, and it has also been worthwhile. 

Adjusting to different systems of initial Oblate 

formation, and also the academic formation are not 

easy. However, the Will of God will never lead us to 

where His grace cannot keep us. It is praying for, and 

strengthening one another that all becomes possible. 

 

 

ANIMATION OF ANIMATORS 

 

The first year of the 

Triennium is coming to 

its end and on the 16 of 

February 2015, while 

celebrating 188 years of 

the approval of our 

Constitutions and Rules, 

we will close the first 

year and launch the 

second year of the 

Triennium.   

 

In most Units of our Congregation  this launch is done 

on the 8th of December, the feast of the Immaculate 

Conception,  but we as a province agreed to celebrate 

this very important feast with the Archdiocese, as this 

is also the feast of the Archdiocese of Durban, and  

many of our members are working in this Archdiocese. 

In the month of March Fr. Charles Nabwenje OMI and 

Fr. Barnabas Simatende OMI  from Zambia were 

trained in Aix en Province as Triennium animators 

from our sub-region and they in turn from the 8th to 12 

August trained two more from each Unit in the sub-

region to help them animate the Units. Frs Wayne 

Weldschidt and Thabani Shoba were trained from our 

Province. We thought to help these animators, and to 

minimise the need for them to have to travel from one 

community to the other, each district and house 

communities as well as the Oblate Associates and the 

Youth ministry should have their own animators.  

 

On 14 to 15 November our trained Triennium 

Animators conducted a training workshop for 

animators in  the District and House communities as 

well as in the Oblate Associate and the Youth 

Ministry.  

 

Among those who participated in this workshop were 

Fr. Mthokozisi Mnwcabe from the Inchanga District 

Community and Youth ministry especially in the 

Schools; Fr. Michael Gumede OMI from Sabon House 

Community; Fr. Mbheki Ngcobo OMI from Cebula 

House of Formation; Fr. Thabani Shoba OMI a trained 

animator from Pietermaritzburg District community; 

Fr. Wayne Weldschidt OMI a trained animator from 

Durban District Community; Fr. Charles Nabwenje 

OMI trained animator from Zimbabwe Community; 

Fr. Sibonelo Mbanjwa OMI from Cape Town 

Community; Fr. Sipho Kunene OMI from the Oblate 

Associates Ministry and Zamangwane Hlongwane and 

Siphumelele Zimu who are members of the Oblate 

Associates. These Animators are going to help animate 

and facilitate our reflections as we continue to work 

towards conversion as individuals and as communities 

as called by our last Chapter and as we prepare 

ourselves for the 200th celebration of our existence as 

the Congregation. 

 

After their workshop they presented a few proposals 

and requests for the attention of the provincial and 

Council as a way forward with their work of 

animation. One of the main requests is that we have a 

one or two day workshop together as a Province in 

these three years of preparation for the 2016 

Celebration of our existence.  The workshop will help 

us reflect together on the Triennium and to draw and 

develop plans for this celebration as House and District 

Communities and as a Province. The proposed days 

are the 8th and 9th of April. Please diarise though this 

will be confirmed after our Council meeting at the 

beginning of January. 

 

  

 

 



PRE-NOVITIATE FORMATORS WORKSHOP IN AIX EN-PROVENCE 

 

Fr Mbheki Ngcobo attended the workshop that was held from 

14
th
 July to 02

nd
 August 2014 in Aix- en-Provence and he writes:  

We were many representing our different units. The workshop‟s 

aim was to prepare or study the General Norms for Oblate 

Formation by all who are in the pre-novitiates. The spirit was 

good and seeing other Oblate brothers with zeal and burning for 

formation was useful.  Pre-Novitiate is the first stage and 

formator‟s have a duty to accompany the young people who 

come to our formation with the mind of wanting to be Oblates. 

How do we accompany and nurture genuine vocations? Pre-

Novitiate calls the formator‟s to be patient with the young people 

and offer good guidance which they might need to be 

„responsible for their own formation‟. In our group discussions 

we also looked at the questions of what is the ideal of our 

formation in the Pre-Novitiate: 

Pre-Novitiate Formators who attended the Workshop 

   

The questions helped us formators to rethink our ministry seriously and to commit ourselves fully. But formation is 

meant to be a ministry with full time formators. Pre-novitiates cannot be run by one person and if so, we are doing 

injustice in the formation and robbing the young candidate of opportunities to grow and develop in the spirit of the 

Oblate Charism.  My experience gave me an idea of what kind of a formator I need to be and what is my commitment 

towards formation which tells me that, “I have to burn, to give heat, to give light or to get out”. The workshop was a 

mirror to look at myself and to revisit my „yes‟ in formation. The workshop was able to equip me with the 

understanding of the General Norms that: “formators need to be vigilant, prudent, insightful and courageous in dealing 

with these realities”.  

         

 

1. As a formator, what are the most important elements of  the pre-novitiate formation program according to the 

 General Norms for Oblate Formation? 

2. What are the most challenging aspects of pre-novitiate formation? 

3. What is the place of community life, spiritual exercises,  intellectual activities, Oblate charism and pastoral 

 experiences in  the formation program? 

4. According to one‟s experience, what is the importance of team work at this level of formation? 

 

 

As a formator how can I help the young candidates to purify their motives of joining our formation/pre-novitiate? 

Together how can we discern? My Aix experience was an opportunity to face the shadow side of community life so as 

to keep a healthy and realistic balance of its growth. We 

(formators) were invited to have „zeal to leave nothing undared‟. 

The formator must know what he is doing and be passionate with 

his work. The workshop taught me „qualities to be developed in 

response to the demands of community life which include: 

tolerance, ability to live and work as a member of a community, 

understanding and accepting the limitations of others, fraternal 

correction and attitude of forgiveness, sense of sacrifice and 

responsibility and leadership qualities‟. The whole workshop on 

General Norms for Oblate Formation was a renewal and for me 

to work for its perfection and to have a big heart. The ideal of 

Pre-Novitiate is to „lead our young men to act like humans‟. Am 

I human enough to walk in the footsteps of St Eugene de 

Mazenod and our Saviour Jesus without losing one of the souls?  

St Eugene De Mazenod’s Tomb, Marseille  



FR GENERAL’S VISIT TO THE SCHOLASTICATE

 

From 5
th
 

November to 

10
th
 

November, 

2014, our 

Superior 

General, Fr 

Louie 

Lougen, 

OMI, visited 

St Joseph‟s Scholasticate (SJS). The purpose of the 

visit was to give support to the formation community. 

According to him, he was “visiting the community as a 

brother and father.” Indeed, his presence among us was 

appreciated. He came to encourage and affirm the 

formation community. 

 

During his stay, he had a chance to meet with each 

member of the Scholasticate community (i.e. formators 

and scholastics). This was an opportunity to hear from 

each member of the community their experience of 

formation process at SJS. On the last day, in his 

address to the whole community, Fr General affirmed 

the positive aspects of community life, such as the 

unity of the formation team, a great level of maturity 

among scholastics, and a great desire by scholastics to 

be sent outside their home lands. Apart from affirming 

the community, Fr General also pointed out his 

concerns, especially in the area of religious vows. 

Specifically, he stated that he “was particularly 

concerned the way we live the vows of chastity and 

poverty since these are often invisible in the formation 

community.” 

 

Apart from visiting the Scholasticate community, Fr 

General met with Oblates from St Mary‟s Parish, 

Gerard House, and St Joseph‟s Scholasticate. The 

gathering took place at Gerard House. During the 

meeting, Fr General shared his views about the 

importance of being present in the field of education 

ministry. He praised the Oblates who are involved in 

ministry of education. The Oblates on their part, 

pledged to be available to serving the needs of 

education and formation ministry. And, on Sunday, 09 

November, Fr General met MAMI members from two 

parishes (St Augustine, in Machibisa and Umndeni 

Oyingcwele, in Mpumalanga). The meeting was held 

at Umndeni Oyingcwele. During the meeting, Fr 

General emphasised the role of the laity in living St 

Eugene‟s spirituality. MAMI members, on their part, 

expressed gratitude and willingness to embrace the 

Oblate Charism. At the end of the meeting, he passed 

the Cross of St Eugene De Mazenod around, allowing 

those present to venerate it. Fr General was impressed 

with the commitment of MAMI members, and he 

promised to pray for them. 

On Monday, 10 November on his departure day from 

the province, he was invited for lunch at Sabon House 

where the members of the Durban District, Inchanga 

District as well as some Members of the MAMI in the 

Durban Parishes were invited. Mr. Kenneth Clark, 

Honorary Oblate, together with Fr. Donovan Wheatley 

prepared a very tasty and unforgettable braai (barbe- 

cue) that day. The General had a relaxed afternoon 

chatting to those who came by. 

We are grateful that the General thought of visiting us 

especially our Scholasticate when the occasion 

presented itself as he had planned to go somewhere 

else after his visit to Madagascar.   

 

COMBINED MEETING OF PROVINCIAL 

COUNCILS IN CNN (Central, Northern, Natal) 

PROVINCES 

 

At a meeting of the Provincials of the Central, 

Northern and Natal Provinces in Germiston in August 

2014, it was agreed that a meeting of the three 

Provincial Councils was necessary to take place on 9 

and 10 December 2014 at the John Paul II Centre, in 

Bethlehem, Free State. The meeting would be 

concerned with the movement towards restructuring 

the three Provinces into a more viable single Unit, and 

it would be planning for the combined retreat in 2015 

and for the Convocation/Assembly of all in 2016 for 

the Triennium celebration of the Congregation. It was 

planned that the Bursars would prepare a detailed 

paper where they would share on the assets, loans and 

debts of their respective Units. When this meeting was 

held in Bethlehem there was a change in the proposed 

agenda as the organisers in Central Province felt there 

was not enough time for these papers to be presented. 

Instead the history of the journey toward 

amalgamation was well presented by Fr Mokone 

Rathokoa; a reflection and discussion on the needs and 

challenges of Amalgamation was led by Bro Rex 

Harrison; and Fr. Mosoeu presented a challenging 

paper on the mission we are faced with in the country. 

The details about the meeting will be shared later on.  

  

 

OBLATE HOUSE ON THE BLUFF 

 

As was shared at the General Assembly on 9 April 

2014, we are in the process of purchasing this property 

from the Holy Family Sisters for our possible future 

retirement home.  Until such time as we are able to 



realize the necessary finances to upgrade for this 

purpose, the present house could be used for various 

scenarios with a proper management in place. We ask 

that all in the Province pray for this future undertaking, 

and that we may be able to obtain the finances 

necessary to make the purchase and the permission 

from the General to go ahead with this project.   

 

OBLATE COLLECTIONS 

 

THANKSGIVING TO GOD 

The Provincial Treasurer, Father Peter FOLEY 

would like to thank his Oblate brothers for promoting 

these collections in their parishes. He also asks that we 

keep up the good work for our Pious Lists and 

Christmas Collection. This gives the opportunity to the 

people we serve to contribute to our Oblate life and 

ministry.  

 

ST THERESA’S PARISH, INCHANGA – 90
TH

 

ANNIVERSARY 

 

Hundreds of people gathered at Inchanga to celebrate 

90 years of existence of the parish and of Oblate 

ministry there. Among those present were two Oblate 

Bishops, Archbishop Jabulani Nxumalo of 

Bloemfontein, who was the main celebrant, and 

Bishop Barry Wood the Auxiliary Bishop of Durban; 

and the Oblate Provincial, Fr Vusumuzi Mazibuko 

OMI. There were Oblate priests from the Province of 

Natal, Diocesan priests working in the parishes close 

to Inchanga, religious from various congregations, 

parishioners from St Theresa‟s itself,  and those from 

the neighbouring Parishes; staff and pupils from 

Inchanga Primary School and KwaThinthwa School of 

the Deaf on the Mission. Notable among the 

congregation were the Alumni of Inchanga high school 

which was closed down in the late 1970‟s.  Its 

buildings were later used for the KwaThinthwa School 

for the deaf. Some of them came as far inland as 

Johannesburg. After the parish priest Fr. Jean Lambert 

had finished welcoming everybody Bishop Jabulani 

presided at a very lively Mass.  Music was angelic as 

though the Heavens were praising God for the works 

he did at Inchanga. The homily delivered by Bishop 

Nxumalo emphasised on Christ the King who was just 

to fight the wars for his people but who would make 

sure his people have enough to eat.  The fruits of the 

work of this king are very obvious in the great works 

that have been done in this parish.  It is interesting to 

note that throughout the Mass sign language 

interpreters kept on communicating everything to the 

learners of KwaThinthwa.   One had a strong feeling of 

the presence of God in all that was taking place at 

Mass and in what has taken place over the years at 

Inchanga. After Mass the presence of all the priests‟ 

and religious who were born at Inchanga was 

acknowledged. Those that have passed away, their 

families were presented with portraits of these priests 

or religious. Among those deceased are Fr. Johannes 

Ngubane OMI, Gervas Nzama OMI, Patrick Xulu. 

Those who are still alive were presented with gifts, 

even the pre-novices who have just joined that pre-

novitiate  programme. Inchanga has produced more 

than 10 Religious and priestly vocation since its 

inception. After Mass all were invited to the hall where 

food was in plenty for everyone. At the hall the former 

student and later teacher at Inchanga High School, Mr 

Jingela, gave a history of the Mission Cross and how it 

got renovated and restored.  Another representative of 

the 'Inchanga former boys' spoke passionately of how 

Oblates and the school formed and help them to be the 

people they are today.  The Provincial spoke of ubunye 

and ubambiswano, the working together of all those 

who were involved in the organisation of the feast as a 

living sign of cooperation and collaboration of various 

people over the past 90 years. It is the same unity and 

working together that will move the parish and the 

mission projects forward. Through the same unity the 

toilets will be built and the old church will be 

renovated. The dignity of the school will be restored 

and holistic education will be given again to the 

learners at Inchanga Primary School and 

Sbongumbomvu Combined School at Cedara. Oblates 

will set aside some of their members to be trained as 

teachers to go back to teaching in order to rebuild the 

dignity of the people.  

 

PILGRIMAGES 

 

BRO. SIBAHLE MTHEMBU SHARES HIS 

EXPERIENCE  

 

I recently returned from a pilgrimage to Rome, Assisi, 

Subiaco, Paris, and 

Lourdes with a few 

extra days in Aix-en- 

Provence. It was the 

most amazing 

experience; life 

changing in many ways. 

 

My pilgrimage began 

when Fr. Foley asked 

me to obtain a passport 

since there was a 

possibility of joining 

the group from the 

parish. I was very 

excited but also at that point still cautious, since it was 

only a possibility. 

 

But donors were generous and soon my participation 

was confirmed. I couldn‟t believe it. All of this was to 

be a first for me; everything from Durban airport 

flying to Johannesburg, from Johannesburg to 

Amsterdam and then on to Rome.  

 

We left Durban on 29 September on our way to Rome 

via Amsterdam. When we landed in Rome, I 



remembered St Peter and St Paul and I said to myself, 

„Amen, I feel so privileged to step on to the very same 

land where these two great Saints had been before. I 

was looking forward to go to St Peter‟s square, to visit 

the basilicas of St Peter and St Paul outside the walls, 

where these two fathers of our faith are buried. In both 

of these places I seemed to have similar feelings or 

emotions. I was reminded of their commitment to the 

work of Christ; their zeal, love, conviction of God‟s 

presence in themselves; moreover, their humanness – 

their short comings but always striving for their 

perfection and that of others. 

 

Our first full day in Rome was a Wednesday and we 

gathered with thousands of others for the weekly papal 

audience in St Peter‟s square. I felt really honoured to 

see the Pope face to face. With my own eyes, I saw 

this humble Pope that people are talking about all over 

the world. He (Pope Francis) doesn‟t use magic but 

uses simple gestures like touching and associating with 

people, especially those whom it is not easy for some 

of us to befriend. So far, the Pope for me has imitated 

St Francis of Assisi in an exceptional manner. He has 

aroused in me the human part of our life, teaching me 

to be aware of myself. I now understand why people 

love him like this. To go into the Sistine Chapel, 

seeing the paintings of Michelangelo and being inside 

the Basilica of St Peter‟s, standing before the High 

Altar and praying also at the tomb of St John Paul II, 

were all such an uplifting experience for me that it 

brought tears to my eyes. 

 

Assisi was another place where I had to look into 

myself (reflect). St Francis or Brother Francis, which I 

think he would prefer, brings a strong emphasis on 

service, humility and humanness. I always see him as a 

model of a suffering servant for the glory of God. 

Now, being in the basilica where he is laid and 

spending time praying next to his tomb was spiritually 

touching. The mood of prayer under his basilica was 

outstanding. 

 

St Francis‟s experience before the cross made me see 

similarities between him (St Francis) and our founder, 

St Eugene de Mazenod. They both had an experience 

of Christ crucified and their mission started from there 

and their life became fruitful and also life transforming 

for others like me. 

 

We also went to visit Subiaco, the cave of St Benedict. 

We learnt how he lived in his cave and the way he sort 

of tried to fight bodily temptations in a similar to St 

Francis, by throwing oneself in a thorny bush. Both of 

those thorny bushes still exist. After realising these 

common actions that they both did, I felt confronted 

with my own bodily desires. Evidently St Francis 

visited St Benedict‟s cave as a pilgrim like me 700 

years after the death of Benedict, and now, 800 years 

later, I visited the cave too. What a coincidence! I felt 

small but excited.  

 

We took a flight to Paris and spent two nights and a 

full day in that city. We visited Notre Dame Cathedral, 

where we celebrated Mass with other people in French. 

Beautiful basilica and heavenly music during Mass; I 

was honoured to be there. We also visited important 

tourist‟s sights like the famous Eiffel tower and 

Montparnasse tour, where we could view almost the 

whole city.  

We also visited the basilica of Sacre Coeur on 

Montmartre. This beautiful church was built by 

Cardinal Guibert OMI one of the early companions of 

St Eugene, when he was Archbishop of Paris. 

 

Then we travelled to Lourdes. This place was one of 

the highest points of my pilgrimage. Most of the places 

we visited were more like I was tourist first and then a 

pilgrim, but in Lourdes it was like I was in a self-

directed retreat. I was drawn into prayer for the two 

days we spent in Lourdes. Almost like when I was in 

the Vatican, Assisi and in Lourdes, I was prayerful. 

 

When the others from our group returned to South 

Africa, Fr Mike and I travelled by train to the roots of 

our Founder in the south of France, Aix en Provence. 

We were met at the train station by Fr Bonga Majola 

and Fr Moleko and immediately made to feel at home. 

I was privileged and honoured to see places where St 

Eugene had been. I actually saw where he lived before 

exile and the Foundation Room and the room that used 

to be his bedroom, where half of his heart is placed. I 

went inside that room for my morning meditation and I 

was just overwhelmed by that experience. 

 

Before leaving Aix, we went to Marseille to the 

Cathedral, built by St Eugene when he was bishop of 

Marseille and where he is buried. We went inside, 

looked around until we reached the tomb. It was a 

spectacular experience, I was speechless, and I knelt 

and said nothing. We celebrated Mass with Fr Michael 

Foley and Fr Bonga Majola our „tour guide‟ in 

Marseille. During Mass, I was given an opportunity to 

say an intercession. My God, I felt very small and I 

began to stammer with emotion, and all sorts of mixed 

feelings welled up inside me all at once.  

 

I feel fortunate to have had this wonderful experience 

of such an enriching pilgrimage. My wish is that 

everyone could have the same opportunity I had. It was 

a time for me to revamp 

my faith and visit some 

of the roots of my 

beliefs and to be proud 

of being a Catholic and 

an Oblate. I believe we 

all need that kind of 

experience. 

 

I will never forget all 

those who made it 



possible, the generous donors from St Anne‟s Parish in 

Sydenham, Fr Mike who thought it could be good for 

me to visit these places and Father Provincial who 

allowed me to have this experience. Thank yol and 

God Bless yol (as they say in Sydenham). 

 

Brother Sbahle Mthembu OMI 

 

NEW OBLATE PARISHES IN THE 

ARCHDIOCESE OF BULAWAYO 

 

The Divine Mercy Parish in Bulawayo which was 

previously an outstation of Our Lady of Lourdes 

Parish, has been completed and consecrated, and will 

be served by the Oblate priests from Mazenod Pre-

Novitiate House of Formation. 

Insuza Mission, an outstation of St Luke‟s Mission 

was blessed on 08 November 2014 by Archbishop 

Alexandra Thomas SVD and it marks another joyous 

event in the history of the work of the Oblates in the 

Archdiocese of Bulawayo.  We express our thanks to 

Father Jeffery MADONDO OMI for his untiring 

efforts in this Project. 

 

WORD FROM THE PROVINCIAL 

Laf’elihle kakhulu: The abuse of drugs even by kids of 

12 or 13 years of age, crime of all sorts: human 

trafficking for sex slavery or for organ smuggling, 

people are marked and killed for their possessions and 

human life has become so cheap and disrespected, 

most children have no respect for their parents and 

parents are out of their wits as to what to do with their 

children as some get beaten by their own children,  

woman and children are being raped daily, car 

hijacking, copper cable theft that has almost brought 

Telkom and railway transportation to be dysfunctional 

and Eskom to struggle, house braking people looking 

for whatever they can sell. It is just frightening. No one 

is safe.  

 We are faced with new challenges as a country and as 

a global village and we need to find new ways to 

respond to these challenges as a Province and as a 

Congregation. Having said that I need to admit the 

truth in the saying, "There is nothing new under the 

sun." All that we see and experience are the old 

perennial challenges presenting themselves in a 

different way. The fundamental truth about these 

realities and these challenges has not changed much 

from the time of Adam, Abraham, Jesus, Eugene de 

Mazenod, Hitler, Verwoerd, Mandela and our days.   

People turn away from God their Creator and Saviour 

and embrace other gods in their lives; the poor and the 

vulnerable are oppressed, abused or unjustly treated; 

people turn on to themselves and become self-centred. 

They see themselves as the only people to live good 

lives and the rest to serve their needs.  

Jesus came to reveal the Triune God to us and to show 

us the love they share as God‟s community of three. 

Taking the side of the poor and the rejected in his 

society he healed them and restored the dignity they 

had lost. He taught them with authority as to who they 

were in the eyes of God and who God was for them. 

He rebuked those who ill-treated them and challenged 

them to change their attitude towards other people 

especially the poor.  He sent his disciples to do the 

same.  

Eugene de Mazenod, seeing the terrible way people 

and Christians of his time lived their lives, was deeply 

moved to do something about that situation. He called 

together a group of priests to work with him to change 

the deplorable situation of his society and the Church 

in his time. In the preface of our Constitution and 

Rules he says: “The sight of these evils has so touched  

the hearts of certain priests, zealous for the glory of 

God, men with an ardent love for the Church and, that 

they are willing to give their lives, if need be, for the 

salvation of souls.”  He called us also to do the same. 

Looking at what is going on in our society and our 

Church today, it is clear to me that we are faced with a 

similar situation the Founder was faced with and we 

cannot afford to keep indifferent if we hope to have a 

healthy Society and Church of tomorrow.  We must 

spare no effort to fight against the social ills we faced 

with, and to uproot the evil firstly in our own lives and 

then in our society. “We must lead people to act like 

human beings, first of all, and then like Christians, 

and, finally, we must help them to become saints.”  

My gratitude goes to all our brother Oblates who have 

been doing this in their various ministries but 

especially in the Parishes and in formation.  However, 

appalling situation at present calls us to do more and it 

calls us to leave no stone unturned.  Fr. Vusumuzi 

Phenyane discerning with the Provincial council 

expressed the desire to respond in a more fitting 

manner to these challenges our society is facing.  He 

trained as a social worker and then specialised as 

Psychological Councillor. He did his Social Work 

Courses at University of South Africa and the 

Psychological Counselling in the University of 

KwaZulu-Natal. He did his internship at the University 

of Free State in Bloemfontein and he is registered as an 

Intern Psychologist. He now has to do the 

Psychological Board examination after which he 



would be ready to be registered with the Health 

Professions Council of South Africa.  If all goes 

according to plan Fr. Phenyane will open an office in 

Pietermaritzburg most probably at Allard house where 

he could respond with his skills to the trying needs our 

people face. We need more people in these fields since 

our society is riddled with wounds of the past and 

present which need urgent attention. 

We also have identified some of our Oblate brothers to 

be trained as teachers to help build the society from the 

tender age. Libunjwa liseva kanti futhi Zibanjwa 

Zisemaphuphu.  

 

Happy Christmas and a Fulfilling New Year 

Let me take this opportunity to wish you all a 

wonderful experience of the celebrations of the coming 

of the Saviour Jesus Christ into our human flesh and 

situation. As we meditate on this mystery of the 

incarnation of God, may his Spirit fill you with 

immense joy and peace! Merry Christmas and a Happy 

New Year to you all!  Thanking you for the good work 

done this year in your ministries I also would like to 

express our gratitude to all Oblate Units who have 

helped and supported us in one way or another this 

year.  The same goes to our benefactors, outside and 

within our Country, our Associates (MAMI) honorary 

Oblates and many who have given their talents and 

skills, time and possessions to help us in our ministry 

as Oblates; we are truly indebted to you. Merry 

Christmas to you and have a very safe and Happy 

Festive Season. 

Provincial 

 

Vusumuzi Mazibuko OMI 
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